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SUBJECT: 






BIAS has received the following letter from the Inveetigating Com- 
mittee to the effectiveness of BIAS broadcasts 



Walter Gerhard 

Director of Labor Broadcasts 

BIAS 

Berlin. 

Dear Mr. Gerhard. 



Horenber 4 . 1954 



Railway men from all parts of the Soviet Zone confirm that RIAS 
broadcasts for railway men ore well received. Whereas in the area ef 

, reception was possible also en the medium wave band, the 

northern part ef the Soviet Zone has been left to long we we ( 12*00-12 1 JO )• 

A railway man from mentioned to ue a series ef broadcast e for 

railway men to which he had listened in the past two soon the. Be gave 
further details ef examples cited in the broadcasts. According to these 
statements, each railway man or his family listen to the BIAS neon bread- 
caste. 

It has been reported to us from the ministry for railway matters that 
the Central Committee ef the SED has been irritated by the BIAS broadcast# 
far railway man. The breadcaste are reoerded en tape and then transcribed. 
One oepy goes to the ministry for railway matters which forwards it for 
oeanents to the political beard ef supervision for the office and persons 
mentioned In the broadcasts. As an example, the broadcast was mentioned 
is which the medical superintendent ef the * Deutsches Beiohebahn" . Kretsch- 
mer. was cited and his insufficient measures fsr fighting occupational dis- 
ease were branded. The manuscript was submitted te Kretschmer. 

The recent dissolution ef the ttovement called "Railway Conductor ef a 
New Type" apparently is a result ef these broadcasts for railway men. In a 
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broadcast referring te this mevemeat «e had called, upe* the railway aea 
Mt te Join it because the "Railway Ceaduster sf a New Type" is supposed 
te reader agent* s services. This bread oast was pretty successful lasefar 
as ealy 120 eut ef 7*500 railway aen ef the Soviet Zone railway joined the 
movement* 



Neither dees it seea te be aere aooideat that six eut ef eight examples 
aeatleaed ia the dir eo tire ef the Seriet Zonal aiaistry fer railway affairs 
ef Ooteber 12* 1954* referring te new measures fer the impreremeat ef shep 
security, had been cited before la RliS broadcasts fer railway mem* 
Apparently the mew directive with refereace te a mere imtemaified pro* 
ventlea ef aooidents within the Soviet Zoaal railway has alee beam • o ca- 
st ened by RU.S broadcasts* 

It is again and again stressed by visiters te eur railway sect lea 
that the broadcasts fsr railway men are very popular* It is rogrottablo* 
that reception on the aedlua wave band is very amok Jammed and that the 
railway mem do net knew in advance cm what day amd at what hour this bread- 
cast gees sa the air. (signed t ^he Investigating Committee ef 

Free Jurists*) 
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Joseph B. Phillips 
Director 

Office sf Public Affairs 
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